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I’d like to start by thanking each and every member of the Acorn Education Trust staff for
your resilience, understanding, hard work and support during term one. I’m conscious that in
these ever-changing times, there have been a lot of developments and updates to contend
with, as we all try to find the ‘new normal’. Hearing, and in some cases seeing, how all of you
have risen to meet and overcome challenge after challenge has been truly heart-warming
and speaks of the strength of the Acorn Education Trust family.

At the start of the school year I set our three key priorities to be:

• Schools and nurseries stay open and safe
• Staff and students/children are happy and feel safe
• Teachers are teaching and students/children are learning at school
   or at home
I appreciate that it has been a demanding time for all of you and you have spent significant
amounts of time ensuring that these priorities became (and will remain) ingrained into the
day to day operations across all of our schools and nurseries. As a result of this, we can all
proudly say that since September 1st, we have been able to offer the best possible
education, whilst also doing our very best to safeguard the welfare of our staff and students.
It has been truly wonderful to have everyone back together and eager to work – below you’ll
see some lovely photos and quotes from across our schools. The amazing work that has
come out of term one is testament to all your hard work, and, your ability to create, adapt
and develop new ways of working that make the Trust priorities a reality.
I would like to take this opportunity to stress how vital it is that we all continue to take
personal responsibility to help reduce the spread of the virus. With this in mind, here is a
reminder of the key preventative measures we should all be following:

• Hand hygiene – regularly wash your hands with soap for at least 20 seconds.
• Face – wear a face covering in any spaces that you have been asked to do so or
    where social distancing is not possible.
• Space – keep to two metres of social distancing with those from outside of your
    household. Where not possible, keep to the one metre plus rule and for the
    shortest time possible.
• The Rule of Six – do not meet up in groups of more than six people (inside or
    outside). Two households (or ‘bubbles’) can still meet up, but not if the group will
    be larger than six.

Once again, thank you for all you do… I have every confidence in you and know that by
working together we can meet any challenge.

Please take care and enjoy the holiday.

Sara

Message from the CEO  Sara Edwards
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It’s been amazing to see so much wonderful work coming out of all our Acorn Education Trust schools over
this term. Below are a few highlights of work and activities students have been taking part in, now they’re
back at school:

Back to School!

Hedgehog Class (year 2 & 3)
created lovely mini hedgehogs as part of their

‘About Me’ display.

Owl Class (year R & 1)
created this giant colour monster as a thank you to Fox class
for the book they received as a gift.
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Great Wishford
Church of England Primary School
The children at Great Wishford Church of England primary school
have been hard at work on their back to school projects!

Year (4, 5 & 6) Fox class
created Lion Masks to show their resilience!
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New Close Primary School
New Close Primary School has celebrated their Harvest Festival in style by taking part in a range of farming based activities
in some truly fantastic outfits. The children also built scarecrows for the New Close Scarecrow Trail (as seen in the below
photos) which all of the classes had a chance to visit. Huge congratulations to the winning scarecrow, Fantastic Mr Fox!
Mrs Kilminster commented that ‘it is so good to see that our children are happy and confident whilst at school’

Wansdyke School
Wansdyke School children got back to school with a run
around their school track & enjoy the lovely autumn sun!

Clarendon Academy
Year 7 students at Clarendon have kicked off their school year off by writing letters to their
old primary schools about their start at Clarendon:

“Clarendon is amazing, it’s a massive change but it’s an amazing
change, school couldn’t get better at the moment”
Alfie

“I’ve settled in really well at Clarendon. I’ve met loads of new friends
and teachers. It’s such a nice school and I would highly recommend it.”
Chloe

“Clarendon is amazing, I love my tutor. She is kind and caring. I’ve
settled into Clarendon very well and I love it!”
Isabelle
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It’s been wonderful to see the students back at work across
Clarendon with Mr Price commenting that “the students have been
amazing, adapting to all our new measures” Students have been hard
at work across the school – doing everything from fitness tests in PE
to dissecting hearts in Science.

The Acorn Appeal Update
We are incredibly happy and proud to announce that, to date, The Acorn Appeal has raised over £7,500 to support families
effected by COVID-19. It has been so wonderful seeing the Acorn Family come together to raise these funds and we’d like to
say a massive thank you to each and every person who has fundraised and/ or donated to the appeal including:

•  Jamie Melville; who walked 54km (Winchester Cathedral to Great Wishford) and raised £1,700 for the appeal and
Great Wishford Church of England Primary School.

•  Kingdown Morocco Trip; the 12 students donated £265 which they’d fundraised to go towards community work
they’d been planning to do in Morocco. When the trip was cancelled they very kindly decided to donate the money
to the Acorn Appeal.

•  School Fundraising – schools across the Trust raised over £3,000 through fundraising and donations.

So far we’ve been able to help 37 children from 26 families within both Primary and Secondary schools across the Trust and
are looking to help more over the next term with any further uniform and/ or supplies that are needed.
The campaign will extend to run over the next term. The new goal is to continue to raise money to support families who have
been effected by Coronavirus and with some new projects in mind for the Christmas holidays.

For more information or to donate please visit the Acorn Appeal Just Giving page:
(www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/acornappeal)
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Cycle to Work Scheme
Acorn Education Trust has joined with Workplace Bikes to offer a brand new cycle to work scheme for all Trust employees.
The new scheme offers a cost-effective way for staff to enjoy a brand new bike and cycling accessories, for use in commuting
to or from work. You can choose your cycle and equipment from Halfords or from their extensive network of independent
retailers. The scheme is suitable for all abilities, with equipment ranging from entry-level bikes through to specialist range, up
to a retail value of £740.

The scheme works through a system known as salary sacrifice, where part of your gross pay is taken in exchange every month
for your new bike and accessories. This new scheme is an excellent opportunity for staff to keep fit, stay healthy and save
money. Visit www.workplacebikes.com for more information, guidance on how much money you can save and the scheme
terms and conditions. To apply to join the scheme you’ll need to visit www.workplacebikes.com and input:

- Acorn Education Trust Reference Number: 
- Your payroll number (which can be found on your payslip)
- National Insurance Number

If you need any further assistance you can contact the Workplace Bikes team on 0800 612 7110
or email info@workplacebikes.com.
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Estates Summer Work
During the summer many site improvements have taken place across Acorn Education Trust. These include:

Kingdown:
New dining hall roof,
refurbishment of six Maths and one Languages
classroom and Design classroom floors have
been sanded and varnished.

New Close: Key Stage 1 corridor has been painted and new carpet tiles have been laid.  Wooden fence replaced on its
boundary with a neighbour.

Clarendon:
New windows and boiler in the Science
block, Maths and English corridors have
been painted, snack shack has been
renovated and reopened to serve food at
break and lunch times.  Disabled access
ramp has been renovated from wood to
tarmac with galvanized hand rails. A
wooden fence has been on a boundary
with one of the school’s neighbours.
Extensive improvements to the grounds

Heytesbury:
Refurbishment of
both boys and girls toilets and
deep cleaning of the hall floor.



Acorn Connected October 2020

www.acorneducationtrust.comwww.acorneducationtrust.com @acornedtrust

Keevil: Repositioning of two PE storage sheds in the front playground and new fencing along the footpath to the
playing field.
Wansdyke: New astro running track around the periphery of their grounds for pupils to achieve a daily mile loop.

West Ashton:
Rerouting of a public footpath with bar bowed fencing installed to make the
school grounds secure.

In addition to these works, scaffolding marquees have been erected at both Kingdown and Clarendon to
provide undercover space at both break and lunch times. All classrooms across the Trust have been
rearranged to ensure they comply with government guidelines with 2m teaching boxes created for upper
primary and secondary teachers.

The site team and cleaners across the Trust continue to support all schools on a daily basis with regular
cleaning, PPE supplies and equipment to make our schools as safe as possible for all of its pupils.

A massive thank you to the whole Estates team for their incredible work over the summer.
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Meet Our New Staff:

We extend a very warm welcome to the Acorn Education Trust staff who have recently joined us:

Beth Kelloway Acorn Education Trust PE Specialist
Megan Wynne Acorn Education Trust PE Specialist
Harrison Wall Acorn Education Trust PE Specialist
Francesca Roach Clarendon Academy Classroom Teacher
James Talbot Clarendon Academy Classroom Teacher
Abigail Ibbetson Clarendon Academy Classroom Teacher
Paige Mcdougall Clarendon Academy Classroom Teacher
Nigel Harrall Clarendon Academy Cleaner
Daria Weaver Clarendon Academy Cleaner
Rachel Hudson Clarendon Academy Classroom Teacher
Carolyn Walker Clarendon Academy Classroom Teacher
Louise Nicholls Great Wishford CE Primary School Midday Assistant
Nicola Vincent Heytesbury CofE Primary School Teaching Assistant
Charlotte Richards Heytesbury CofE Primary School Teaching Assistant
Kirsty Fowler Keevil CofE Primary School Music tuition (include peripatetic)
Caroline ABear Kingdown School Classroom Teacher
Chloe Busby Kingdown School Classroom Teacher
Cameron Bell Kingdown School Classroom Teacher
Rachel Ford Kingdown School Classroom Teacher
Nik Kilminster Kingdown School Classroom Teacher
Karen Stamp Kingdown School Classroom Teacher
Lucy Sumner-Twisk Kingdown School Classroom Teacher
Samuel Thomas Kingdown School Classroom Teacher
Deborah Thomas Kingdown School Classroom Teacher
William Wilkins-Pratt Kingdown School Classroom Teacher
Rebecca Cubbin New Close Primary School Teaching Assistant
Rachel Hanney New Close Primary School Teaching Assistant
Laura Anne Allum Rowde C of E Primary School Administrator / Clerk
Helen Elizabeth Alford Rowde C of E Primary School Classroom Teacher
Alice Simpson Rowde C of E Primary School Classroom Teacher
Toni Louise Barfoot Rowde C of E Primary School Teaching Assistant
Catherine Poulton St Johns CofE Primary School Teaching Assistant
Alexandra Blake The Avenue Primary School Classroom Teacher
Katie Vaughan The Avenue Primary School Classroom Teacher
Tamara Caple The Avenue Primary School Cleaner
Samantha Farrell The Avenue Primary School Teaching Assistant
Anna Lancaster The Avenue Primary School Teaching Assistant
Salaima Tuisovivi The Avenue Primary School Teaching Assistant
Kathryn Flack Wansdyke Primary School Teaching Assistant
Rebecca Reed Wansdyke Primary School Teaching Assistant
Jennifer GUMM Wansdyke Primary School Teaching Assistant

We welcomed a number of new staff to the Acorn Education Trust family in September 2020 across
our schools. We’d like to extend a warm welcome to all of you.
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For the latest news from all of our schools follow us on Twitter: @acornedtrust


