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Message from Sara Edwards, CEO
Thank you…

Occasionally, I feel that the word thank you doesn’t feel enough and
this is one of those times. It is however all I have…

Thank you for all your hard work throughout the year for Acorn
Education Trust.

Thank you for teaching, leading, managing, supporting, challenging,
listening, adapting and caring.

Thank you for your resilience, good humour and dedication.
Thank you for making the difference to every Acorn child and young
person in our nurseries and schools.

Good luck to all who are leaving – I wish you every happiness and success and I hope you 
know the door is always open.

Take care; if you are on holiday I hope you are able to relax and for those still working enjoy
the peace and thank you for all you will be doing to improve our schools and nurseries.

Very best wishes,

Sara
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SATs 2022
This year saw the first set of KS1 and KS2 SATs tests since 2019, following the pandemic disruption
through academic years 2019-20 and 2020-21. For our pupils in Year 6, this meant significant disruption
to the second half of their Year 4, and through much of their Year 5. For those in Year 2, both of their
first schooling years – Reception and Year 1 – were affected by lockdowns and school closures. Added to
this, the emergence of new coronavirus variants through this year has led to yet more time away from
school for large numbers of pupils, further exacerbating potential learning losses.

Despite all of these hurdles, pupils and staff in our schools have very much met the challenge head
on. The focus in the classroom has been on quality first teaching, alongside a proactive ‘address the
gaps’ approach outside of mainstream lessons - leading to the employment of the widest range and
number of pupil-level interventions ever used in our schools. Of particular note has been the success
of ‘pre-teach’, ensuring pupils at risk of not meeting age-related expectations (including those who
are also SEND and / or disadvantaged pupils) are taught new materials ahead of their peers, building
self-confidence and self-efficacy in those subject areas.
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Key Stage 1 Dance Festival

Ten Acorn Education Trust primary schools took part in the first ever Key Stage 1
Dance Festival, organised by Selwyn Widger, School Games Organiser for West Wilts
and Acorn PE Coordinator.

On Thursday 23rd June, 139 children from Dilton Marsh Church of England Primary
School, St John’s Church of England Primary School, New Close Primary School, The
Avenue Primary School and Children’s Centre, Heytesbury Church of England Primary
School, Keevil Church of England Primary Academy and West Ashton Church of England
Primary School performed at The Bath Forum. The children learnt and practiced their
performances over the last term in PE classes and after school clubs, supported by The
Dance Lady, Caroline Newman. The festival was an amazing opportunity to celebrate dance and this year’s
theme of ‘Books’ inspired a wide range of dances, including: The Gruffalo’s Child, Aliens Like Underpants, The
Highway Rat and Kitchen Disco.

The three-day festival was also supported by students from Kingdown School. The students were responsible not
only for chaperoning the primary schools throughout the afternoon and leading group activities (including
mindfulness yoga and sport challenges), but also for the running of the evening performances, from the
technical audio and visual elements to show running the festival. Thursday evening also included a special
performance from the new Kingdown Dance Company. Caroline Newman, known as The Dance Lady and one of
the organisers of the festival, said: “We are so chuffed with how the first Key Stage 1 event went! The children
clearly all had fun and a great experience from dancing at the Forum, on a huge stage and in front of a large
audience. A big well done to the Acorn Leaders, who efficiently and professionally ran a large scale event.”

Over 350 tickets were sold to friends, family, parents and guardians who came to show their support in the
audience on Thursday. Selwyn Widger, commented: “I’m so pleased with how the event ran over the three
days.  It was great to provide an opportunity for our youngest dancers to perform on the big stage at a
glorious venue and they definitely stepped up!  A big thank you to all the staff that supported
and contributed towards the event along with the Acorn Dance Crew.  The atmosphere was
amazing each night and I am very much looking forward to next year’s event already, which
will take place  between 20 - 22nd June 2023.”

A massive well done and thank you to everyone involved in making the first Key Stage 1
dance festival such a huge success.
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The IT Team have been hard at work at Wansdyke School to update the physical network infrastructure and
improve IT across the site. A external contractor came in to help fit WiFi access points throughout the school,
with three access points per room, to ensure that the whole school had excellent coverage. New network points
were also installed in every room, ready to join the new network. Additionally, a brand new projector and large
pull down screen were installed in the school hall, which required a lot of work on ceilings and cabling across
the school site.

The IT team cleared out the IT suite, removing all the old benching and computers. This gave them access to
the old servers which allowed them to work on updating them, but also meant that the room can now be
repurposed by the school. The team then had the tricky job of updating the servers, which involved keeping the old
system live while simultaneously setting up and installing the new system. The new server cabinet was installed
outside of the IT suite, in a more suitable location.

While this was happening, the team also started unboxing and setting up the new school
equipment which included:

- 4x Laptop trolleys
- 60x Student laptops
- 20x Small form factor PCs
- 24x Monitors
- 20x Wireless keyboard and mouse
- Server
- All new cables

A lot of work took place behind the scenes to get all the different elements of the
system up and running smoothly. Once the team were confident that the new
network elements were running soundly, Wansdyke School became the first school
in the Trust to have the new Windows 11 operating system installed. This update
took place in stages over the course of a week; starting with the business staff, to
cause minimal disruption to lessons, old computers were removed and new ones
were installed.

Finally, a number of cables were tidied up over the course of the project;
making both existing and new devices much easier to maintain and access. The IT
Team organised the student iPad charging stations, iPad check in stations, staff and
student computers, printers and network/ server cabinets across the school –
which now look incredibly smart.

Photos show:

●IT suite cabinet, before and after
●Classroom computers, before and after
●iPad changing station, before and after

A massive well done and thank you to the IT
Team for their incredible work at
Wansdyke School.

Wansdyke IT Update
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This term we’ve had some incredible activities and trips taking place across the Trust! Here is a snapshot of what’s been happening in
some of our schools:

Wansdyke School
Year 4 had an incredible residential trip to Oxenwood where they
studies the invasion of Britain by the Romans and Anglo Saxons.

Keevil Church of England Primary School
Winter Class (Reception and Year One) went on a trip to
Pizza Express in Bath where they created their own
pizzas!

The whole of Summer Class (Years 4 and 5) also
demonstrated their pizza making DT skills with the
support of one of their parents, Ron De La Cruz.

Year 4 children from Summer Class went on a
residential trip to Danywenallt in the Brecon Beacons.
During the three day residential the children stayed at a

youth hostel and undertook a multitude of activities including: learning survival skills,
geocaching, learning about the local habitats and wildlife, and a 6 mile hike including
climbing Tor Y Foel.  The children were enthusiastic and resilient through all the
challenges they faced, and made their teachers all very proud.

Finally, the whole school enjoyed a live music concert performed by two professional
musicians on clarinet and keyboard.  Summer Class (Year 4 and 5), who have all
been learning how to play the clarinet this year, then worked with the musicians creating
their own piece of music which they performed for the whole school at our Jubilee.

Heytesbury Church of England Primary School
Badgers Class (Years 4, 5 and 6) had a very special
visit from Yarrow Townsend, author of Map of
Leaves, as part of their class focus on books. This term,
every book which Badger’s class have read, has been
added to their ‘Badger’s Books Wall’ along with a
recommendation of who they think would like read it.

School Trips & Events
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Clarendon Academy
One of Clarendon Academy’s big focuses this term has been their first
summer production in three years: High School Musical Jr. Mrs Roach,
commented “As staff, we were blown away by the commitment from the
pupils and, and the journey that they made in developing their confidence, 
even from show one to show three!”

Clarendon Academy Sixth Form’s Equality and Diversity Group also held a
Pride event this term to raise money for Stonewall and Swindon & Wiltshire
Pride. The group hosted a bake sale, face painted, partook in some
wonderful karaoke sing-a-longs and held a Year group picnic! They also sold
stickers and rainbow badges to the wider school to raise awareness and
spread the important message about being an LGBTQ+ ally.

Great Wishford Church of England (VA) Primary School
This term, the whole school has been celebrating it’s 300th anniversary! Celebrations have included a visit from Bishop Andrew to plant a
commemorative tree, holding a Victorian day, working alongside the Wiltshire History Society to collate archive materials and hosting a
celebration afternoon.

Bulford St Leonard’s Church of England Primary School
This term saw the return of the annual BSL Outdoor and Adventurous
Activity Week (OAAW)! All children at Bulford St Leonard’s CofE Primary
School, from Nursery through to Year 6 got to try a wide range of
adventure activities, provided by The Wiltshire Outdoor learning Team
(WOLT), including: low ropes, fire lighting, archery with paint and a climbing
wall. The children also sampled many other activities, including mixed
martial arts, an obstacle course and orienteering.
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The Year 6 students had an extra adventure day at the WOLT site in Westbury. The day was jam-packed with activities including
kayaking, zip wire, high crates, team challenges and pioneering. The day finished with a BBQ, laser tag and a few camp fire games.

Year 6 students also had the opportunity to visit Bath Spa University as part of
Bulford’s raising expectations programme. The trip followed two visits from Bath
Spa University to the school, and included a tour of the campus while learning
about the courses available at the university and a mini graduation ceremony!

Kingdown School
50 Year 9 and 10 students from Kingdown School took part in the school’s first
fashion photoshoot. Held at the Warminster Athenaeum, the textiles students had
the opportunity to show off the incredible garments they’d been working on
throughout the year. The day was captured by photography students and was a great
opportunity for the students to work collaboratively.

Bulford St Leonard’s Church of England Primary School continued:
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Kingdown School also saw the return to live music performances this term, with their Young Musician of the Year competition. 20
students performed outside to an audience of family and friends, showcasing everything from incredible instrumental recitals to singing
renditions of musical theatre classics and well-known hits. The competition results will be announced in September.

On Friday 8th July, Kingdown School had a surprise Environmental Health Inspection and maintained their five-star status.

The inspection reviewed how hygienically the food is handled (how it is prepared, cooked, re-heated, cooled and stored), the physical
condition of Kingdown kitchens (including cleanliness, layout, lighting, ventilation, pest control and other facilities) and how thes

chool manages ways of keeping food safe (processes, training and systems to ensure good hygiene is maintained). The five-star rating is
the highest available and means that the food hygiene standards are very good and fully comply with the law. Joel Deverill, Executive

Head Chef at Acorn Education Trust, commented that: “I am incredibly proud of the team at Kingdown School for maintaining their five-
star rating. This was a real team effort and I want to say a big well done to Claire Humphreys and her team for this huge achievement.”

Kingdown School Pass Surprise Environmental
Health Inspection with Flying Colours

Kingdown School continued:
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Staff Leavers
This summer we’re saying a thank you and goodbye to a number of Acorn Education Trust staff. All of the staff mentioned below have all
made an amazing contribution to their setting and have made a real difference to so many pupils’ lives. We would like to say a huge
thank you to all staff who are leaving the Acorn family, they will be greatly missed and wish them every future happiness and health.

Phil Partington - Started Kingdown in 2000 as a Head of drama.  He is retiring after 30 years in teaching.  Phil will
be remembered for superb productions and for making a difference to so many students. We wish him all the best for
his retirement adventures.

Emma Taylor  - Has been a TA and an HLTA since 2006.  She has worked in many areas of the school including
Modern Languages and enhanced provisions and will be missed for her patience and understanding. Emma is retiring
and we wish her all the best

Maggie Bolwell  - Started at Kingdown in 1995.  She has taught design and health and social care.  Maggie is in-
credibly kind, caring and patient and has supported so many students into a variety of different careers.  She is retiring
from teaching and we wish her all the very best with the many plans she has.

Russ Clark - Started at Kingdown in 2012 as a Head of history and has since worked across school championing our
disadvantaged students.  He is moving to be an Assistant Head at Bradon Forest school and we wish him all the very
best.

Antony Jordan-Mayhew - Started at Kingdown in 2012. He has been both head of physics and head of science.
He leaves us to join the senior leadership team at Matravers which is only down the road.  We hope he stays in touch
and we wish him all the best.

www.acorneducationtrust.com
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School      Name   Role             Time of Service

Acorn Education Trust    Tess Gibson  Catering Assistant   2.5 years
Avon Valley Academy    Susan Shepherd  Curriculum Team Leader-Music 4 years
      Eleanor Ganley  English Teacher   7 months
      Natalie Dalton  Finance Officer   6 years
Bulford St Leonard's Church of England Primary School Nadine Finlay  Assistant Principal   3 years
      Hugo Saye  Y3 class teacher   2 years
Clarendon Academy    Jen Ford   Teaching Assistant    1 year
      Simon Emmett  Teacher of EP   1.5 years
      Owen Vince   Teacher of MFL/History  4 years
      Sian Hamilton   Teacher of Maths   6 years
Durrington All Saints Church of England Infants School Helen Cooper  Principal    3 months
      Elizabeth Wheeler  Teaching Assistant - MDSA  3 months
      Katharine Child  Teacher    3 months
Great Wishford C of E Primary School St John's C of E Primary School

Julia Barnard  Class Teacher   6 years
Heytesbury Church of England Primary School  Lynda Fulop  EYFS and Year One Teacher  over 10 years
      Emma Stevens  Year Two and Three Teacher  3 years
Kingdown School     Georgia Keloglou  Science Teacher   3 years
      Rachel Bala  2nd in Science   8 years
      Rob Bindon  Science Teacher & Head of House 9 years
      Tilly Clutsom  Science Teacher   3 years
      Amalie Millest  Science Teacher & Lead for KS3 8 years

Sonia Chamulewicz  Lead of the Link   3 years
      Charmian Coller-Jones English Teacher   1 year
      Elle Pope   School Counsellor   3 years
      Jacob Cooper  Head of Music   8 years

Karen Cook   Food Technician    5 years
New Close Primary School    Alison Wootten  School Administrator  13 years

Lizzy Merry  Teaching Assistant   5 months
St Michael's Church of England Primary School  Molly Potts  TA    1 year
      Catherin Byles  TA    2 years
      Lynne Cook  Admin Assistant   3 years
The Avenue Children's Centre   Christine Byrne  Nursery Assistant   20 years
      Harriet Whatley-Gibbs Nursery Assistant   6 years
The Avenue Primary School    Zoe Jones   Teacher    4 Years
      Jess Larcombe  Teacher    5 Years
      Katie Heaton (prev Vaughan) Teacher    2 Years

Megan Cox  Teaching Assistant   6 Weeks
Emily Davies  Teaching Assistant   2 years 10 months

      Samantha Farrell  Teaching Assistant   2 Years
Wansdyke School     Oliver Smith  Key Stage Leader   3 years
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Staff Movers
We are fortunate to have some incredible members of staff moving schools within Acorn Education Trust. They will be missed by their
current setting but we wish them the best of luck in their new roles at their new schools!

Debby Huxham is stepping away as Headteacher at West Ashton Church of England (VA)
Primary School to become the full time Trust EYFS Lead
Debby Huxham joined West Ashton as Interim Headtecher in term 6, 2017. Within two weeks she had fallen in love
with the school. Debby returned as the school’s full-time Headteacher in September of the same year; at this point
there were just 50 children on roll and the threat of closure was looming.  Throughout her time at West Ashton, Debby
has put her heart and soul into the community, and, through her determination and passion, has grown the school
into the thriving school that it is today. Although the children, parents and staff at West Ashton know that they will see
Debby when she visits the school, as part of her new Trust role, she will be very missed.

We’ll Miss You Mrs Huxham by Coco (Year 6):

Mrs Huxham, where do we start?
You’re cool and calm and have a nice heart
You’ve done so much for this school and raised so much spirit
Without you, hopefully we don’t lose it!
You work and you work to make this school a better place
Like you’re a shining star zooming from space!

Even though we’re leaving, we’ll never stop believing
How this is the place to be you’ll always stay with me
Roses are red, violets are blue
West Ashton will not be the same without you!
We’ll miss you Mrs Huxham, thank you for being the best head
teacher West Ashton could wish for.

Also moving roles are:
Sam Thomas Teacher at Dilton Marsh CofE Primary School  1 year     Good luck on your new role within the Trust
Emma Nash Behaviour Support Assistant at The Avenue Primary School 3 years     Good luck on your move to Kingdown School

www.acorneducationtrust.com
www.acorneducationtrust.com


Acorn Connected

www.acorneducationtrust.comwww.acorneducationtrust.com @acornedtrust

On Saturday 16th July, seven current and former members of staff
from Acorn Education Trust completed the Tour D’Acorn: cycling over
126km to raise money for pupils who are facing difficulties due to the
rising cost of living. Jeremy Bowman, Nick Bloxham, David Cade, Steve
Clark, Joe Kenrick, Rob Price and Sam Worsfold all represent
different Acorn Education Trust settings and have first hand
experience of the hardship many of their pupils and  families have
been facing.

Although they all had varying levels of cycling experience, each cyclist
was determined to complete the ride and help make a difference.
Dave Cade, Deputy Head at Clarendon Academy and Tour D’Acorn Co-
Organiser, commented: “we are always thinking about our school
communities and we know things are pretty tough at the moment. It
has been an honour to be part of this team and to have completed
this challenge to assist those in need so they don’t feel left out.”

The cyclists set off from West Ashton Church of England (VA) Primary
School at 5:30am, to make the most of the cooler temperatures. They
then cycled through the beautiful Wiltshire countryside, stopping off
at each of the Trust’s 17 schools, spanning Rowde, Devizes,
Durrington, Great Wishford, Warminster and Westbury. Refreshment
pit stops were provided along the route, with additional members of
staff coming out to provide encouragement to the cyclists as they
took on this huge challenge.
Jeremy Bowman, Tour D’Acorn Co-Organiser and Academy Council
member at West Ashton Church of England (VA) Primary School,
commented: “In the early stages of planning the Tour D’Acorn, I had
an idea of what it would be like to visit all the Acorn Education Trust
schools. On the day, it was pretty much as I had imagined: a
challenge! It was a treat to cycle with a group of riders who were all
obviously much more capable than I; but the sense of being a team,
and battling the heat together, got us all (mostly me) to the finish in
one piece!”

“I really hope this becomes a regular event in the Acorn calendar, and
that tales of our exploits, and the support and assistance we received
along the way, reaches all corners of the Trust and further afield. It
would be wonderful to inspire others to achieve their own goals and
even maybe to join in our next adventure."

The team reached their final destination, West Ashton in
Trowbridge, at 1:31pm, seven minutes ahead of schedule.
Rob Price, Secondary Executive Head and Tour D’Acorn cyclist, said:
“I’m really proud of what we achieved as a team this weekend and
want to say a massive thank you to everyone who has donated to this
wonderful cause and supported the team during this cycle.”

So far, with online and offline fundraising, the staff have raised almost
£2,000. All of this money will go towards uniform, school supplies and
support for extra-curricular activities for pupils and their families within
Acorn Education Trust who are facing increased financial hardship.

Staff Complete 126km Cycle
Raising Money For Disadvantaged
Children
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