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• Active & Visible Leadership
• Care, Support & Challenge
• Opportunities For All
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   & Resilience
• Needs Of All Are Paramount

“Preparing young people for their world in their time”
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Message from the CEO  Sara Edwards
As 2020 comes to an end all I want to say is thank you…

Thank you for…

Your commitment to your team, your school
   and the Trust

   Your dedication to our children and students

   Following the Covid rules and guidance

   Your resilience

   Maintaining your positive spirit and sense of humour

   Your extra-ordinary performance in extra-ordinary times…

   I am so proud of you all.

I hope you have a wonderful, peaceful and relaxing Christmas.

Take care and I look forward to seeing you quite soon in 2021.

Sara

We must protect each other - HANDS - FACE - SPACE - VENTILATE

Acorn Appeal
Update
We are happy to announce that The Acorn
Appeal will continue to be available and The
Acorn Education Trust will continue to support
families in purchasing school uniform and
supplies throughout the year. Currently there
is ~£5,000 available that can be used to help
families within schools across the Trust. We’d
like to say a massive thank you to everyone
who has already donated and for your
continued support for this appeal.

If you’d like more information on how to
access The Acorn Appeal funds for a student
at your school, please email Alice
(aes@acorneducationtrust.com).

www.acorneducationtrust.comwww.acorneducationtrust.com @acornedtrust
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Earlier this month, new websites for Rowde C of E
Primary Academy and Wansdyke School launched. The
sites were designed, and are hosted, by Cleverbox; the
same website creative brand agency that created the
Acorn Education Trust website. Both sites feature
newly commissioned photographs of the schools and
their students and a more professional aesthetic. The
navigation and accessibility of the websites has also
been standardised across the schools to ensure that all
the information is current, relevant and easy to find.

Any feedback would be greatly appreciated –
please email to Alice (aes@acorneducationtrust.com)

Rowde Church of England Primary Academy
Diocese Quality Assurance Inspection
On 10th November 2020, Rowde Church of England Academy had a quality assurance visit from The Salisbury Diocesan Board of
Education. The visit was very positive and allowed for reflection on how much Rowde has improved since the last inspection.

The inspector was impressed by the restoration curriculum document, citing it as an example of the strong partnership
between the Trust and the school and that the Trust and Headteacher’s ambition for the school was clear throughout the
school. The inspector praised Jon Edy-Berry (Headteacher) and Charlotte Robinson (Executive Headteacher) for their
knowledge of the school and for the Trust’s multi-layered approach to monitoring and evaluation. Moving forwards, the
inspector will be monitoring some key indicators to check when a Good level has be achieved. These include: a well-
constructed curriculum consistently taught well, low level disruption eradicated and the ambitious GLOD targets for EYFS
matched with quality provision.

During the visit the inspector, together with the school, reflected on the initial 10 priorities for 2020/21 and considered areas
to prioritise, including subject leadership, maths mastery, the Write Stuff, EYFS and Pupil Premium. It was agreed that a
detailed school improvement plan will be shared with the Diocese in due course (taking into account demands on leaders’
time due to Covid).

The inspector also praised the English Lead for her subject expertise and for clearly articulating the direction for the subject,
the higher expectations for staff and that quality support for staff will help improve standards. They also approved of the clear
plans in place to amend the writing approach to improve consistency and impact of assessment and that the subject lead had
a good understanding of the development priorities for all staff. The inspector noted that the children were clearly enjoying
their achievements in writing during her visit and that they were keen to share their work with peers and staff, concluding
that the subject leads’ “work is improving standards in and beyond her classroom”.

Overall the inspector concluded that it “it was great to hear about the improvements” being made throughout the school and
that Jon Edy-berry and Charlotte Robinson “are leading the school with integrity and determination”.

New Websites for
Rowde Church of England
Primary Academy
and Wansdyke School
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The National College Training Platform
As of next term Acorn Education Trust has taken out a membership with The National College to centralise staff CPD. Each
school will have its own account and oversight and control of their staff’s training. In addition to providing training across a
range of topics, including safeguarding, GDPR, first aid, cyber security and DSL training, staff will be able to access:

- Over 250 webinars across the year
- Backlog catalogue of over 100 webinars
- Access to School RSHE Lead Webinar Series and Supporting Resource Package
- School Mental Health Lead Webinar Series and Supporting Resource Package
- Q&A Opportunities with experts

The platform will be going live across the Trust early next year.

On 1st December, Santa's little helpers had a surprise
in store for pupils who came into school at Keevil
Church of England Primary School. Overnight, they
had created a grotto complete with Father Christmas,
Gruffalo-type Rudolf the reindeer, boxes of gifts, a
Christmas tree and snowmen. The grotto was put
together by Keevil C of E Primary's teaching assistants
for the 96 pupils when they arrived at school.

Children at Keevil
Church of England
Primary School
Get a Festive Surprise!
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New Close Primary School Ofsted Remote Visit
On 5th November, Ofsted conducted a remote visit to New Close Primary School. This visit was part of their work looking into
how England’s education system is managing the return to full education for pupils, following an extended break in formal
schooling due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ofsted visited 1,200 schools, from across the full range of Ofsted grades, and will be using their findings, with the government
and educations sector, to generate a national report on the impacts of COVID-19. The inspection didn’t find any significant
concerns and was able to report that, despite the pandemic, pupil’s attendance was broadly in line with the normal
attendance numbers. The remote visit also noted that checks had been completed by staff in September to confirm pupil’s
new starting points in reading, writing and mathematics. The teachers are successfully adapting classes, across all year groups,
to fill in gaps in pupil’s knowledge and teach to their specific needs.

Finally, the report highlighted that the school has systems in place for home learning, including online resources and activities
available through the school website, and that plans were in place to introduce live lessons, if needed.

A massive well done to all the staff at New Close Primary School for such a successful remote visit.

"It looks absolutely fantastic."
"They spent all Monday evening doing it once the children had left school for the day”
"It's outside the main door and greets the children as they walk in to school”
"The teaching assistants decided a few weeks ago that they wanted to make it extra special for the children”
"They have had a hard time this year with the Covid-19 pandemic and the lockdowns."
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